CHAPTER II
nadir's origin and early career
when inquiring into the early history of tribes in Persia and Central
Asia, it is sometimes extremely difficult, if not impossible, to determine
whether a given tribe is of Turkish or of Mongol origin. There is an
element of doubt in the case of Nadir's own tribe, the Afshars, but the
evidence in support of the contention that they are of Turkish origin
seems reasonably strong. The historian Rashidu'd-Din Fadlullah des-
cribed the Afshars as " Turkish peoples dwelling in the plains," and said
that Awshar (or Awushar), the eponymous founder of the tribe, fought
on the right wing of the army of his grandfather Oghuz, the legendary
ancestor of the Turks.1 Abu'l-Ghazi stated that the word Awshar
(from which Afshar is derived) meant " one who promptly finishes an
affair."8
The Afshars are believed to have been driven westwards from Central
Asia by reason of the advance of the Mongols in the XHIth century a.d.,
and to have settled first in Adharbaijan ; they afterwards became widely
disseminated in Persia.8 Shah Isma'il I recruited his formidable army
mainly from the Afshars and from six other Turkish (or Turco-Mongol)
tribes, namely, the Shamlu, Rumlu, Ustajlu, Takallu, Dhu'l-Qadar and
Qajar. One of the commanders of Shah Tahmasp I was Khalil Beg
Afshar, who was chief of 10,000 families of his tribe and was Governor
of the province of Kuhgilu.
Mirza Mahdi stated* that the Qiriqlu or Qirikhlu (" Forty Peoples ")
branch of the tribe, to which Nadir belonged, had migrated to Khurasan in
the time of Shah Ismail I (i5*02-1524 a.d.), and that they had made their
yailaq or summer camping ground by some springs known as Mayab
Kubkan, just south of the Allahu Akbar range. Sayyid Afemad Aqa
Tabrizi says, however, that Shah 'Abbas I moved the Qiriqlu Afshars
and the Chamishgazak Kurds to that district, in order to oust the Ozbegs
1 Jami'u't-Tawarikh : see the Sbornik Lyetopisei, edited by N. Berezin (St. Petersburg, 1861),
Vol. VII, p. 7. While the first statement may be regarded as accurate, the second is, of
course, of no historical value. As to the alleged Mongol origin of the Afshars, see B. Nikitine's
Les Afsars d'Urwniyeh, in the Journal Asiatique, January-March, 1929.
1 Shajarat-i-Turk (Turkish text), edited by Desmaisons (St. Petersburg, 1874), Vol. II, p. 28,
' See the interesting articles on the Afshars by Sayyid Ahmad Aqa Tabrizi, in the Tehran periodical
Ayanda, No. IV, 1304 (1926), No. IX, 1305 (1927), and Part II, No. VIII, 1306 (1928).
Dr. M. Afshar, of Tehran, was kind enough to send me the above-mentioned copies of the
Ayanda.
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